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EDITORIAL NOTES 5°3 

of forcing schools to university standards, but this forcing is necessarily artificial and 
temporary if it runs counter to the inevitable tendencies which one who knows recog- 
nizes in the American school system. This system is more impregnable than the uni- 
versities, for it is more extensive and better adapted to the peculiar conditions of 
American civilization. It is only a question of time when every university will recog- 
nize the fact that it must adapt itself to the possibilities of the schools, and that 
ancient or artificial standards can be maintained only so long as they approve them- 
selves to the experience of the schoolmaster. The mountain will never come to 
Mahomet. To compel schools to differentiate early a small and select and expensive 
class for entrance to the universities is unfair both to school and to the university, and 
seriously checks the diffusion of higher education. To deny the privilege of breath- 
ing the university atmosphere to any product of a good secondary school involves 
such a narrow conception of education that one dislikes to associate it with the univer- 
sity. It has always seemed an anomaly that universities are inclined to rate them- 
selves more upon the basis of their raw material than their finished product. A fine- 
meshed screen is set up at the beginning of the university career, when it would seem 
far more logical to set it up at the other end. This matter of entrance has much to do 
with the opportunity given to science to express itself in education. If its most prom- 
ising and best trained material is turned back or handicapped when attempting to 
enter the university, a certain kind of educational theory may command the result, but 
it is a blockade against the general progress of education, in so far as it cuts off a 
great agency from operating upon the legitimate material. 
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